Clean air. Spacious housing. Lush nature. Clear water. Quality roads. Fresh food. Social security. Safety.
Speed. Comfort. Civil rights. Safe sanitation. Green energy. 3D printing. Services grid. LED street lighting.
Bicycle lanes. Silent zones. Smoker’s corner. Clean-tech. Close-circuit television. Shared workspaces.
Permeable paving. Public transportation. Handicap accessibility. Women's rights. Free movement. Open
relationships. Internet of things. Gender equality. Equal opportunity. Public protest. Right to vote. Right to
choice. Civil liberties. Same-sex marriage. Easy access. Childcare. Communal health care. Animal-friendly
food production. Happiness. Idealism. Automated labor. Self-fulfillment. Altruism. Open society. Well-being.
Organic farming. Opportunism. Humility. Zero risk. Cross-generational housing. Goodwill. Citizenship.
Social networking. Consumer culture. Good schools. Status symbols. Spectacle. Media attention. Free
WiFi. Wearable technologies. Health monitoring. Legalized downloading. Open source. Minimum existence.
Sharing and caring. High and low. Private equity. Variety and repetition. Red Light Districts. Public
education. New forms of employment. Retirement benefits. Regulated divorce. Free spirituality. Cleanliness.
Social diversity. Popular culture. Subcultures. Trash collection. Surveillance. Building codes. Bottom-up
strategies. Preservation. Affordable living. Anti-trust regulations. Luxury goods. Physical fitness. Life-styled
communities. Compact cities. Eco-suburbs. A culturally rich metropolitan life. The Good Life.

If we take the start of the twentieth century as

the outset of the globalization of the modern
urban condition—a condition that originated in the
West—we can see that after one century rapid
urban growth and modernization have touched
every society on the planet. Now, more than

50% of the world's poputation lives in cities. Yet
almost all of our cities and regions still struggle

to provide inhabitants with the essential qualities
that constitute “the good life.™ At the same time,
the threat of imminent worldwide ecological
disaster resulting fromincreasingly globalized

[ e choices is rampant. Paradoxically, despite
our technolegical and cuitural advancement, the

uit of the good life is still shared by everybody,

whether rich or poor, old or young, urban or rural.
It is clear that in the forthcoming years this global
concern will affect every sociely and every parcel
of land, from the countryside to the cCity.

At the brink of the twenty-first century, the
question of how architects and urban designers
can consolidate the search for a better life v
ongoing urbanization and globalization processes
is vital. It is with these considerations that the

The Berlage.

Berlage will explore the architectural and urban
design boundaries of “the good life” in order
to critically assess, understand, and design
the qualities that underiay this intrinsic driver
of modernization and urban progress. This
exploration dees not stop at the boundaries of
cities but extends to the suburbs, countryside,
and natural reserves that are increasingly
operating as hinterland. There are many factors
at play: from the demographic shifts taking
piace due to aging populations, to the pressures
of migration resulting in unequal quality of life
tween developed and developing regions;
from the shift of economic power from the West
10 the East and from the North to the South, to
the struggling politico-economic frameworks
of European welfare states; from new forms
of industrial production, to changing
communication and broadcast ,
d for conservation, to uncovering of the
ce of innovation. A higher quality of life
for those living both in cities and countryside
ST e but also crucial to sustain

Perhaps now

more then ever

The Berlage Center for Advanced Studies in Architecture and Urban Design
For more information please visit www.theberlage.nl.

before, the forthcoming decades will necessitate
that architects and urban designers develop
new models for the built environment in order to
give direction to increasingly hollowed phrases
such “urban sustainability,” “urban agriculture,”
“landscape urbanism,” "adaptive reuse,” “creative
class,” “unsolicited architecture,” “bottom-up/top-
down,” and “regional resilience.”
For the past quarter century, the Berlage has
actively engaged students in the architectural
and urban conditions of modernization and
globalization. It continues this legacy by presenting
The Good Life, a three-year multiformat program
exploring the refationship of the built environment
to collective pursuits, personal aspirations, and
the contemporary world. Consisting of a series of
design-research projects, seminars, and public
events, the program aims to explore how—on
different scales and in different cultural contexts—
architects and urban designers can contribute and
t d livelihood. The Berlage
ation of architects and
in imagining the
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