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REHABILITATION IN SITE
dhanas rehabilitation colony, chandigarh
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EXISTING SPATIAL HIERARCHY
WITHIN AN URBAN BLOCK

NEW SPATIAL HIERARCHY
WITHIN AN URBAN BLOCK

COURTYARDS NEW URBAN BLOCK

courtyards with different function and 
different in-fill are introduced to the urban 
block creating collective spaces or public 

areas shaded with trees more or less

new housing units together with courtyards 
seperate the are into public (pedestrian and 

vehicular roads) and private (courtyards) area 
creating a hierarchy in the public space

EXISTING URBAN BLOCK STREET HIERARCHY NEW HOUSING UNITS

existing urban blocks consisting of 8 
residential blocks is penetrated by asphalt 
vehicular roads and oversized parking lots, 

hierarchy in public space is missing

perking lots inside the urban block are 
converted to a plot area, interior vehicular 

streets are replaced by pedestrian streets and 
vehicular streets are kept around the block

in the space between existing residential 
blocks are created new plots of an area  

31 m2 and new housing units are built on 
these plots

1. 2.

4.

3.

5.

URBAN BLOCK



ground floor balconies substraction

one ground floor unit substraction

providing outside access

providing courtyard access

providing outside access

providing courtyard access

introducing permeable railing to allow day 
light enter platforms 

removing solid
concrete railing
on platforms

dealing
with
missing
sunshading
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URBAN BLOCK

CLUSTER
A

D
A

PT
IN

G
 T

H
E 

EX
IS

T
IN

G
 D

H
A

N
A

S 
BL

O
C

K
A

DD


IN
G

 T
H

E N
EW

 H
O

U
SIN

G
 U

N
IT

house 1A

house 1B

house 1C



NEW HOUSING UNIT

MATERIALITY

doorstep

balcony

stairs to the second floor

living

wc

permeable
brickwork

growth
on the terrace

growth
in the courtyard

growth
on maximum

growth
on the roof

sunshading

brick wall

colour painted brick wall
as possibility

penetrated brick work
for ventilation through the 

house and as glass substitution

wooden door and window 
shutters instead

of expensive glass

concrete reinforced ceiling

module
12 x 24 x 8 cm

wall width 24 cm

Chandigarh brick as the basic 
element for the load bearing 

structure

shower

patio
veranda

room

roof

terrace

kitchen

courtyard

3.72

3.72

9.60

5.88

5.88

2.16

1.56

ground floor

incremental space 
on the ground floor

first floor

incremental space 
on the first floor

incremental space 
on the roof
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EXISTING URBAN FABRIC

132 DHANA BLOCKS

NEW HOUSING UNITS

VEHICULAR STREETS

PEDESTRIAN STREETS & AXES

THE DHANAS CROSS
main square
market
comunity center
park
sports

connection to surrounding urban fabric and 
anchor points and services through axes 
and pedestrian streets

existing vehicular streets were connecting 
to surrounding infrastructure and reduced 
and replaced with pedestrian streets

inbetween existing residential blocks 
new housing units for indivudual family 
ownership are placed

existing residential blocks four storeys high 
housing altogether  
40 000 former slum dwellers

DHANAS VILLAGE

BOTANICAL GARDEN

SCHOOL

SCHOOL

TEMPLE

NEW CLINIC

KINDERGARTEN

KINDERGARTEN

KINDERGARTEN

KINDERGARTEN

URBAN PLAN




